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DEAR FRIENDS, 


ths 
—_ 


—— 


AVING as occafions offered, heretofore ad- 
dreſſed you, with ſuch counſel and caution 
as appeared needful, we are again incited by the 
ſame motives of duty, and a ſolicitude for our pre- 
ſent and future mutual happineſs, to revive in re- 


membrance—That the ſeaſon of outward proſperity, 
eaſe, and tranquility, wherewith the inhabitants of 
this land are fo remarkably favoured, through the 
long-ſuffering and mercy of infinite goodneſs, loud- 
ly claims adoration and reverence from every 
heart, ſuſceptible of the ennobling ſenſations of 
Elial gratitude to the Father of mercies; and the 
gracious interpoſition of his delivering arm in the 
late awful day of mortality, with which this city 
was viſited, when inferior help was vain, ought 
alſo to be conſidered as an additional obligation, 
unfeignedly to defire and firive, through divine 
aſſiſtance, ſo to redeem the time yet allotted us, 
that we may be enabled to bring forth thoſe good 
fruits, by which our bleſſed Saviour informs us his 


heavenly Father is glorified. 
A 3 
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May we all therefore keep in daily remembrance 
the neceſſity of watchfulneſs and care, that our 
converſation may be ſuch as becometh the goſpel of 
Chriſt; avoiding as inconfiſtent therewith, the 
corrupt communications, manners and maxims, 
that many in this ſavoured city are unhappily in- 
dulging in; which lead. to the attendance of vain 
ſhews and ſpo:ts, the exhibitions of the theatre, 
thoſe houſes, gardens, and other places of public 
reſort, evidently productive of diſſipation and li- 
centiouſneſs, Which have been ſo many engines of 
Satan, to delude unwary youth and others, to alic- 
nate their affections from God,—render them re- 
gardleſs of their duty towards him, and finally 
piercing their own ſouls with many ſorrows. 


Among the many obvious marks of declenfion 
from true virtue, eſpecially to be lamented at this 
time, is the increaſing inattention and diſregard of 
the ſolemn duties for which the generality of Chriſti- 
ans have ſet apart the firſt day of the week. Our 
faithful predeceſſors, although they did not attribute 
any inherent holineſs to one day above another, 
well knowing that every day is the Lord's day, 
and ought to be ſpent 1n. watchfulneſs and fear ; 
nevertheleſs, freely united with others to obſerve 
the firſt day, as a day of reſt from bodily labour, 
and their worldly affairs, and to employ it in the ſa- 
cred duties we owe unto God, and the moſt weigh- 
ty concernments of the immortal foul. But alas, 
how many profeſhng the Chriſtian name are ſor— 
rowfully proſtituting it to purpoſes diametrically 
oppoſed to theſe indiſpenſible obligations As not 
the great cauſe of religion and virtue more injured, 
and the holy Name more diſhonoured on that day, 
than on any other day of the week, by thoſe looſe 
and careleſs profeſſors ; who ſpend it in the pur- 
{uit of ſenſual indulgences, and vain amuſemeuts ? 
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When we take a view of the borders of this city, 
what revelling and rioting, wantonneſs and profani- 
ty, are in the houſes and er of thoſe who thus 
make a gain of unrighteouſneſs ! and indeed ſuch 
is the prevalence of injurious cuſtoms, that many 
otherwiſe accounted reſpectable members of civil 
community, and more moral than to be engaged 
in the moſt reproachful ſcenes of revelling and 
wantonneſs, are much employed ih a manner not 
conſiſtent with the truly rational, as well as holy 
purpoſes of the day, in needleſsly viſitingeach other, 
and joining in unprofitable converſation, or in ri- 
ding or walking merely for recreation, buſineſs 
and pleaſure, or in collecting and feaſting together; 
to the great oppreſſion of thoſe employed in their 
ſervice, and depriving them of the privilege of at- 
tending their ſeveral places of worſhip, which is 
the reaſonable duty of all, without diſtinction of 
rank, ſtation, or colour; but to many of theſe, in- 
ſtead of being made a day of reſt and religioys 
improvement, it is frequently ſo perverted, as to 
become a day of greater labour and hurry than 
any one of the /even. On ſerious reflection we 
hope all will acknowledge, that theſe things ought 
not to be. Works of mercy, humanity, or unavoida-. 
ble neceſſity, ſuch as viſiting and conſoling the ſick 
and afflicted, or other occafions of Chriſtian duty, 
may ſometimes lawfully interfere with our attend- 
ance of public worſhip, but if habits of non- attend- 
ance are indulged from lukewarmneſs and indif- 
ference towards God, or want of a due fenſe. of his 
manifold mercies to us, and the obligations we are 
under to reverence and adore his goodneſs ; ſuch 
are in eminent danger of falling into unbelief and 
departure from the living God. We therefore ten- 
derly exhort all in religious profeſſion with us, to 
a diligent attendance of our reſpective meetings, 


| held on the firſt and other days of the week, with 
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reverent and devout hearts, impreſſed with an hum- 
bling remembrance of the Lord's unmerited good- 
neſs, and with unfeigned deſires to worſhip him in 
ſpirit and 1n truth : and between meetings on the 
firſt day, labour to keep yourſelves retired, exampling 
your families therein, avoiding unneceſſary viſits 
and unprofitable converſation, and as ſtrength is af- 
forded (by him that will, if he be diligently ſought 
unto, ſtrengthen the weak hands,) gather together 
at ſuitable times thoſe entruſted to your charge, and 


enjoin them the reading portions of the ſcriptures 
of truth, and other religious books. Habituate 


yourſelves to filent meditation and contemplation 
upon God; that thus under his bleſſing, you may 
be made inſtrumental to lead the youth and others 
under your care, to embrace the ſame pious prac- 
tice : which although it is irkſome to the unſubjected 
mind, to thoſe who love God with fincerity, it will 
become the moſt profitable, refreſhing and delight- 
ful exerciſe: ; 


Deeply affecting alſo to thoſe who are religiouſly 
intereſted in the well-being of the riſing generation, 


is a diſorder not only diſreputable to, and unbe- 


coming a people making a chriſtian profeſſion, but 
ſo fara nuiſance in civil ſociety, as to engage the pub- 
lic animadverhon and care of the chief magiſtrate 
of the city; that, is the profanity and unreſtrained 
behaviour of children and youth in our ſtreets; 
which muſt have been obvious, and long beheld with 
ſorrow by every pious obſerver, much defiring 


that this charge may not in any degree continue 


juſtly to be laid upon us. We earneſtly admo- 
niſh all parents, guardians, maſters, and miſtreſſes 
of children, ſchool-maſters and miſtreſſes, to exer- 
eiſe a vigilant care over thoſe whom Providence has 
committed to their truſt, reſtraining them more than 
has hitherto been the general practice, from aſſoci- 
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ating in the ſtreets or other places with thoſe who 
are corrupt and diſorderly ; and (as ſtewards that 
muſt render an account) warning them againſt all 
profanity, rude, and unſeemly behaviour. En- 
deavour to train them up in the knowledge and 
fear of God. Inſtruct them early in the principles 
of our holy religion, that their minds may be pre- 
pared to receive divine impreſſions, and brought 
under the diſcipline of the croſs of Chriſt; which 
only can make them truly uſeful and honourable 
members of civil and religious ſociety. 


Now dear children, we tenderly intreat you in 
the words of the apoſtle, that ye obey your parents 
in the Lord, for this is right : honour thy father and 
thy mother (which is the firſt command with pro- 
miſe) that it may be well with thee, Eph. chap. vi. 


And dear friends of every rank, may we all fre- 
quently and inſtructively remember the folemn 
impreſſions and covenants made in that awful 
ſeaſon, when the Lord's chaſtening hand was ſo 
fignally evident, that thouſands of our fellow- 
citizens, amongſt whom many of our near connec- 
tions and relatives were ſuddenly ſummoned to 
appear before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt—when 
nothing leſs than the interpoſing mercy and almigh- 
ty power of our heavenly Father, could have pre- 
vented this great and populous city from becoming 
deſolated of its inhabitants.—In that day the lofty 
looks of the proud were humbled ; the eager pur- 
ſuit after periſhing riches reſtrained; and the peo- 
ple in a general manner excited to call upon the 
Lord, that he would pity and ſpare them.—But 
how painful is the reflection, that when thoſe petiti- 
ons were anſwered, and the Lord's compaſſion emi- 
nently manifelted— many have fo ſuddenly for- 
got his works, and turned again unto folly,—that 
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it appears lamentably evident, libertiniſm, and we 
fear infidelity alſo, have greatly increaſed ſince 
that day : and here let us caution all to beware how 
they ſuffer their minds to be drawn away by the 
vain philoſophy of this world, from the glorious, 
divine, and moſt conſolatory faith in our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the only mediator and redeemer.— 
Many have been the attempts of men of corrupt 
minds, by artful publications and fallacious argu- 
ments, to deceive the unguarded, and rob them of 
that ineſtimable treaſure, the hope of ſalvation 
through the Son and Sent of God :—theſe deluded 
agents of the enemy of your ſouls' peace, would 
involve you in the deepeſt miſery and diſtreſs if 
given place to—we beleech you therefore wiſely 
to reject, and bear at all times a faithful teſtimony 
againſt their inſinuations. 


And under a daily ſenſe of our dependent con- 
dition, and of the abundant mercies received, let 
us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith in all things, 
ſtudying to ſhew ourſelves approved unto God, 
without whoſe favour and bleſſing we can neither 
be happy in the life that now is, nor in that which 


18 to COME. 


Signed on behalf and by appointment of the 
ſaid monthly-meetings held in the 7th month, 
1795 

James PEMBERTON, | 
Jorn ELL1orT, 

Joun PARRISH, 
WILLIAM OAVERY, 
DANIEL DRINKER, 
Jos ATHAN Ev ANs- 
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